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University of Montana freshmen, Geoff Grassle and Joe Valacich each won two events 
to lead the Grizzly track team to an 89-65 win over Montana State last Saturday in 
Bozeman.
Grassle won the 100 and 200 meters in 10.89 and 22.0, respectively. The Missoula 
sprinter had a lifetime best in the 100 meters.
Valacich captured the long jump with a 23-1 effort and the high jump with a leap 
of 6-5. The 23-1 long jump is a personal best for the Great Falls native.
Montana had 12 firsts to 6 for Montana State and won the meet for the eleventh 
straight time since 1967. According to UM head track coach, Harley Lewis, the meet 
has only been won twice by MSU since 1899. The Cats were winners in 1965 and 1966.
The Big Sky's 1976 shot put champion, Gene Popovich, had a seasonal best of 55-1 
in his event to easily outdistance the field. His throw is also the best in the 
conference this season.
Other UM firsts came from the 440-yard relay team (41.56); mile relay team (3:21.40); 
Scott Browning in the 1,500 meters (3:56.64); Monte Solberg in the javelin (210-3);
Ed Wells in the 400 meters (47.59); Brad Sheldon in the 800 meters (1:55.2) and Dale 
Giem in the intermediate hurdles (52.85).
"I was very pleased with our performance," Lewis said. "Generally I thought our 
team performed well. We had lapses in a couple of events but came through in a few 
others. I was pleased with Popo's throw in the shot and Monte Solberg's effort in the 
javelin. Both were excellent efforts with the poor weather conditions," Lewis said.
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"Scott Browning looked good in winning the 1,500 meters and then came back for 
a second in the 800 meters," Lewis said. The UM coach was also pleased with strong 
showings in the 400 meters and 400-meter hurdles, taking first and second in both events.
The Grizzlies compete in the Washington State Triangular in Pullman at noon 
Saturday, May 6. The Griz will meet up with national strong boy Washington State for 
the second time this season. Big Sky Conference opponent Weber State fills the field.
"We like to compete with Pac-8 people and we look forward to this meet," Lewis 
said. "Washington State is good competition for us because it puts us in a better 
perspective as we head towards the Big Sky Conference meet. Our better people can 
compete well with them so we expect some good performances," Lewis said.
Lewis said he is also anxious to see Weber State.
"We're curious about Weber State and their distance people," Lewis said.
"They've been doing a good job and we look forward to seeing them."
Weber State's Jorge Ruiz has a league best 14:28.5 time in the 5,000 meters
(through April 24) and Lynn Strong has an 8:53.26 in the 3,000 meter steeplechase,
to top the conference. Javier Chavez has a 3:49.6 best in the 1,500 meters, second
best in the Big Sky, through April 24.
Montana seasonal bests are listed below:
100 meters— Geoff Grassle, 10.89 (1st); Tom Kluza, 10.9 (6th).
200 meters— Geoff Grassle, 21.8 (3rd); Ed Wells, 21.9 (4th).
400 meters— Ed Wells, 47.59 (1st); Mike Andrews, 47.6 (2nd).
800 meters— Carey Wallace, 1:53.2 (4th); Brad Sheldon, 1:54.48 (3rd).
1,500 meters— Scott Browning, 3:55.1 (1st); Rob Reesman, 3:58.6 (3rd), 
steeplechase— Dave Hull, 9:28 (6th); Jim Entry, 9:49.3 (3rd).
5,000 meters— Dave McDougall, 14:42.8 (5th); Dave Gordon, 14:51.9 (6th).
10,000 meters— Dave Gordon, 31:22.05 (2nd); Dean Behrman, 31:24.59 (3rd);
Tom Raunig, 31:26 (NP).
110-meter high hurdles— Tim Fox, 14.4 (4th).
400-meter IM hurdles— Dale Giem, 52.8 (1st); Tim Fox, 53.86 (2nd); Russ Schmittou,
54.1 (4th).
Triple jump— Bill Johnson, 46-11 % (4th); Joe Valacich, 43-9*2 (5th).
High jump— Steve Morgan, 6-9*2 (2nd); Joe Valacich, 6-8% (2nd).
Long jump— Joe Valacich, 23-1 (1st); Bill Johnson, 21-8% (5th).
Pole vault— Carl Marten, 14-6 (2nd).
Javelin— Monte Solberg, 210-3 (1st); Chris McFaul, 198-9 (2nd); Paul Torgison, 193-6 (4th).
Shot put— Gene Popovich, 55-1 (1st); Terry Falcon, 47-6% (3rd).
Discus— Brett Barrick, 138-0 (6th).
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440-yard relay— UM, (Andrews, Grassle, Giem, Wells), 41.56 (1st). 
400-meter relay— UM (Andrews, Grassle, Kluza, Wells), 42.0 (2nd). 
Mile relay—  UM (Rogers, Andrews, Wells, Giem), 3:16.0 (1st). 
1,600-meter relay— UM (Rogers, Andrews, Giem, Wells), 3:16.5 (1st).
m
